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UPERSTITIOUS POKER
1‘!LH1*I‘-» anda Littlh i'L'l‘I'} (]
'Hl.lhjll'il‘._{_ u |'1I|“. lead early in
A mdti=-day tournament.
Leading late s a goond thing,

ar1d beine well above aver-

age in the chip counts varlv on is
certainly nice, bul traditionally, in the
World Series of Poker Nain Event, those
who hold the lead early rarely make it to
the end. [Us alimost lTke a curse.

ApparentIv Jamice Gold isn't supersti-
tious. He was toward thic op of 1he chip
count from the get-go and led eve TV O
from the end of Dav Four of the cight-day
tournament on, without mterruption.

It's almost unheard ot to hold ontoa
lead like that for so long and ultimately
win it all, but then again, not ¢vervor
fis HO=time bracelet winner Johnny Chan
tor a tutor, Cold, o Tormer Hollvwood
talent agent and current producer, had
approached Chan in Los Angeles several
vears ago about doing a reality show. s
thev began lo work logether, Chan was
Nappy toanswer a lew poker questions
And betoure hic
lohinny Chan had a protegg

(rooldd toalk € h

WL N OWI e [l Nnee oy IT1E o astiedd

here and thore. krnicw it

111's valuable advice, along
1S major poker tournaments, and
headed 1o Vegas, As Gold's stack multi-
plicd, popular pros tell by the wayside.
One of them was the reigning champ,

Joe Hachem, who madg an impressive

run all the way to 238th place, out of a
record=crushing fidld of 8,773, It might
not sound so impressive, but consider the
fuct that he had to outlast aver 50
percent maore competitors than he did to
win the whaole thing in 2005. It wasn't
(quite as spectacular as Greg Raymer's run
to 25th place last vear in his effort to
defend his Lit]e, but it was proof of
Hachem's ability just the same

Just ahead of Hachem, superstar

Jamie Gold didn’t just
the 2006 World Series
Event-he dominatec

aniel Neereanu had one of s best
(111

(ke hroke the by

Naln Fyvent showings in a w s

R |

g 2290 Aniniy
hundred with a greal run to 88th plac
skall

Iy worked s wav all the wav up Lo S6th

\nd Costa Baca’s Humberto Brenes

Halian Jef! Tisandro, whe tinal tabled
one event and cashed m tin Lo 2in 4
lew athers, gol all the way up o 174

-

ut by 2000 aunt on AWednesday, August
O, swhen red Coldberg was ¢liminalod in
[Oth place, there wids only oneavell-known
provlell: Allencunningham. Cunninghan
IS not Nl harisnia, but bhe has been ond
Of thie 1most Ci -I“I‘xi'ah,l]”". SLIC U Sy L VLTI
I‘HrLu;[ |+]Ll"u.t_'['-- i the world

I Cunningham, last vedrs WSO! Maver
of the Year, coudd win The Big One, it would
ﬁ{i‘u_ L1 e toy DLl reeds

ol priss hat it wasn t

! big

l‘l

just @ lottery, a lnckiest, Crapshoot

bhud Cunningham found hiomsell in a tough
spot at the final table: second in chips, al
d Nuge delicit to the leader, amd witl seven

other vpponents who'd bemore than

Happy ta see cunninghams seal vacanl

win
fain
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